
NOTICE: Anyone who requires an auxiliary aid or service for effective communication, or a modification 
of policies or procedures to participate in a City program, service, or activity, should contact Civil Rights 

at 319-286-5036 or email civilrights@cedar-rapids.org as soon as possible but no later than 48 hours before 
the event. 

 
Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge, 7th Floor   •   Cedar Rapids, Iowa 52401   •   319-286-5036   •   Fax 319-343-1109 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTICE OF MEETING 

The Regular Meeting of the 
CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION 

Will Be Held 
Wednesday, May 18, at 5:30 p.m. 

Cedar Rapids City Hall 
101 1st St. SE, Basement Level, Collins Conference Room, Cedar Rapids, IA 

 
 

Participation in this meeting is available both in person and via Zoom. Members of the public who wish 
to speak during the public comment section via Zoom may register here, and must do so two hours prior 
to the meeting. Following registration, you will receive an email with instructions on how to participate.  

 

A G E N D A 

 
I. Call to Order 

  
II. Roll Call – Introductions  

 
III. Public Comment 

 
IV. 2022 Fair Housing Art and Poetry Contest Judging 

 
V. Approval of Minutes from March 16, 2022 Meeting 

 
VI. Report from Chair 

  
VII. Marion Liaison  

  
VIII. Director’s Report 

  
IX. Adjournment 

https://cedar-rapids.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_tWfd4OQBR0Kf703pUhvOTQ
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CEDAR RAPIDS CIVIL RIGHTS COMMISSION (CRCRC) 
MEETING MINUTES 

March 16, 2022, 5:30 p.m. 
Civil Rights Commission 

50 2nd Avenue Bridge 
Cedar Rapids, IA 52401 

 
 
Commissioners Present: Julia Freeman 
    Linda Topinka 

Monica Vallejo 
Dr. Ruth White 
Renae Forsyth-Christy 

 
Staff Present: Stefanie Munsterman, Executive Director 
 Kelly Hemmer, Senior Administrative Assistant  
 
Guests:   Sara Buck, Housing Services Manager, City of Cedar Rapids 
    Hands Up Communications 
 
 
I. Call to Order 

Commissioner White called the meeting to order at 5:32 p.m. 
 

II. Roll Call/Introductions 
Commissioners and staff introduced themselves.  
 

III. Public Response 
No public response. 
 

IV. Guest Speaker: Sara Buck, Housing Services Manager, City of Cedar Rapids 
Sara stated she asked to attend the Commission meeting to discuss grant funding the City has 
received. Buck stated the City has received a grant from HUD for $1.4 million, which was 
provided through the American Rescue Plan Act and allocated through the HOME Investment 
Partnership Program. Buck stated her group is working to gather input from other agencies to 
ensure they are using the funding in the best way possible. Buck stated the funding does outline 
specific populations and eligibility criteria. She stated the funds must be used primarily to 
benefit those who are literally homeless or at risk of homelessness and individuals who are 
fleeing or attempting to flee domestic violence and/or human trafficking. Buck stated activities 
eligible for the funding include tenant based rental assistance, the development of affordable 
housing under HOME rules, supportive services, and the acquisition or development of 
emergency shelter programs that can be turned into permanent housing. Buck stated her group 
has spoken with many individuals and agencies in the community to determine where there are 
gaps in housing services. She stated much of the feedback they have received shows that 
affordable housing is the largest need in the community. 
 
Buck stated they are hoping to use the funding from HUD in conjunction with two other grants 
that total almost $4 million to acquire and rehabilitate the Colonial Building at 1500 2nd 
Avenue SE. She stated the building was purchased with community development block grant 
funds and it will be turned into 25 affordable housing units, the majority of which will be one 
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bedroom. Buck stated the building is in a historic district and it has likely not been developed in 
the past because there are additional restrictions and guidelines. 
 
Commissioner Vallejo asked how individuals can apply for housing in the building. Buck 
stated the plan is for the building to be rehabilitated and then given away to a nonprofit entity to 
run and manage. She stated there will be specified income limits for tenants, which is required 
for a minimum of ten years. 
 
Commissioner Forsyth-Christy asked when the building would be ready. Buck stated they are 
preparing the plan for City Council. She stated once the plan is approved, there is additional 
criteria that must be approved by the state and federal government, which would be approved 
within 60 to 90 days of submission. Buck stated once the approvals are received, they can start 
getting bids and doing construction. She stated the goal is to have the building completed by 
fall 2023. 
 
Commissioner White asked if the project represented the total expenditure of the $1.4 million 
HUD grant. Buck stated the project will cost upwards of $4 million. She stated they have $1.2 
million in CDBG funding as well as another $1.5 million from the City’s American Rescue 
Plan Act funding. Dr. White asked if the project could potentially be used as a template for 
other buildings of the type in the future. Buck stated the additional $4 million funding is rare, 
so this type of project is out of the ordinary. Buck stated if additional funding like this were to 
be available in the future, they would use this building as an example for future opportunities. 
 
Commissioner Freeman asked if the units would be furnished. Buck stated she is assuming they 
will not be furnished, however, they are working with social service agencies and furniture 
stores that could potentially help furnish them.  
 
Commissioner Freeman asked if potential tenants will have to meet eligibility requirements for 
both the city and the nonprofit agency that runs and manages the building. Buck stated the 
eligibility requirements will be part of the criteria the nonprofit agency enforces so individuals 
will not have to meet criteria for both the City and the nonprofit agency. Buck stated 
individuals will be referred to the agency and then apply for a unit. 
 
Commissioner Freeman asked what type of outreach activities will take place to let individuals 
know the opportunity exists and whether it will be through a single nonprofit agency. Buck 
stated it would be open to the public and to those who qualify and there will likely be a waiting 
list. She stated they would work with the Continuum of Care and service providers so anyone 
who is homeless goes through Waypoint before the get information about housing availability. 
She stated Waypoint would then steer people in the right direction. Buck stated her team is on 
calls with nonprofit agencies multiple times per week, so they are aware of the program and its 
requirements. 
 
Commissioner Topinka asked if any of the funding will be used to update existing facilities. 
Buck stated the entire HUD grant as well as the CDBG and HOME funds will be used for this 
building only.  
 
Dr. White asked if this is the first time the City has moved into the affordable housing realm in 
terms of obtaining and rehabilitating a building. Buck stated yes, this is the first time the City 
has purchased and rehabilitated a building and gave it away. She stated the City typically works 
through a sub-recipient where someone would apply for the funding and do the work, then be 
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reimbursed for expenses to ensure they meet requirements. She stated it would be a challenge 
to find a nonprofit agency to take this project since it’s so large. 
 
Dr. White asked if they are trying to equate the volume of affordable housing that’s needed 
with the amount of effort that the city is putting toward alleviating that problem. She stated that 
it’s not that the City doesn’t have interest but that the agencies are working in tandem with the 
City. Buck agreed and stated there is a lack of affordable housing right now and rehabilitating 
this building is one way to add additional units to the community quickly. She stated typically 
only 3 to 4 units are added per year, so this is a great opportunity to hit the highly subsidized 
level of affordable housing, which typically requires a large amount of funding. 
 
Commissioner Forsyth-Christy asked if additional funds would be allocated to more housing 
projects. Buck stated they would be. She stated the derecho funds will go to housing and money 
coming from the state and federal government will be allocated directly to the Linn County 
area. She stated multi-family construction is the highest priority, but the state is still working on 
its action plan. 
 
Commissioner Vallejo asked if the developments will only be on the southeast side of town or 
would other parts of town be considered as well. Buck stated it will depend on what buildings 
are available for development, but it would likely be done throughout the county, including in 
Marion, Hiawatha, and the metro area. She stated more places will also be available for 
individuals on Section 8. 
 
Commissioner Freeman uplifted that it is important that applications and promotional and 
marketing materials be made available in multiple languages. 
 
Buck stated her team is taking information to the historical preservation committee next week 
and she would be happy to come to a future Commission meeting to provide an update. She 
encouraged Commissioners to reach out to her if they have any questions. 
 

V. Approval of Minutes from February 16, 2022 meeting 
Commissioner Freeman moved to approve the minutes. Commissioner Topinka seconded the 
motion, which was unanimously approved. 

 
VI. Report from Chair 

Commissioner White read the following text for her Report from the Chair: On Thursday, 
March 3, Governor Kim Reynolds signed legislation immediately prohibiting transgender girls 
and women from competing in female sports from middle school through college. If House File 
2416 garners criticism, pushback, and lawsuits, it is only as it should be, because contrary to 
Governor Reynolds’ statement that “the law is a fairness issue”, it is actually discriminatory 
and constitutes violations of civil rights laws. What would be fair would be for the legislature 
to stay out of the implementation of equity legislation that is already on the books. 
 
The maneuver by right-leaning legislators constitutes a manufactured fear that politicians hope 
to use as a wedge issue to divide voters representing one party or another, when it will in reality 
be a wedge between parents and their children. 
 
“Advocates say that laws that exclude and punish trans kids—and messaging that classifies 
young trans girls as ‘biological boys’—is scare-mongering and unfair, and only seeks to 
reinforce ugly stereotypes about trans girls and women to an uninformed public.” (Vox) That 
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uninformed public would ostensibly include our governor, who admits to not having spoken to 
any representatives on the other side of this issue before signing. The statement that without 
this legislation, playing fields would be, “tilted in favor of biological males with inherent 
physical advantages,” is a wrongheaded one that could easily be put to rights with a little 
research or a conversation or two.  

 
As both Becky Smith, Executive Director of Iowa Safe Schools and, Senate Minority Leader 
Zach Wahls, point out, Governor Reynolds seems to be more interested in scoring political 
points than in about the impact of this legislation on some of the most marginalized kids in our 
society.” 

 
Smith thinks that the legislation violates Title IX and will “open up a giant landslide of 
lawsuits…when transgender students remember that they have a federal right to protection 
under the law.” 

 
It is disheartening to see protective organizations like the Iowa High Schools Girls Athletic 
Union buckle under the weight of the Republican-led Legislature and remove passages that 
allowed transgender participation from their guidelines; no doubt this is only the first round of 
volatility around the law.   

 
It is important to remember, however, that in a democracy, the power is with the people, and if 
this issue means enough to those impacted and their allies, what was voted in, can be voted out. 
    

VII. Discussion and Vote, Position Statement in Response to Iowa Transgender Law 
Munsterman uplifted that most have probably heard Governor Reynolds recently signed into 
law legislation that bans transgender girls and women from competing in girls’ sports in high 
schools and some colleges. The law states and individual must be listed as a female on their 
birth certificate to participate as a girl. Munsterman stated she reached out to Commissioner 
White and Commissioner Topinka for feedback on putting together a statement denouncing the 
bill. She stated she has put together a rough draft of the statement, which was included in the 
meeting packet. Munsterman stated the statement would be submitted publicly through a press 
release and on social media as well as through everyone’s individual networks. Munsterman 
stated the intent of the statement is to make it clear that transgender girls are girls and that there 
are a number of myths around transgender girls participating in sports. She stated the statement 
would include that a small percentage of high school students are transgender, and an even 
smaller percentage compete in sports so it would not upset the competitive balance. 
Munsterman included that the statement would uplift that the law is othering an already 
marginalized population who are already at an increased risk of suicide. Munsterman asked 
Commissioners for feedback on the statement. 
 
Commissioner Freeman stated the statement should be changed to say “students” instead of 
“youth” as in some instances, college athletes are not considered youth. 
 
Commissioner White stated that as an organization, it is incumbent upon us to take a stance.  
 
Commissioner Topinka moved to approve the Commission releasing a public statement taking 
a stance against the recent transgender bill signed into law by Governor Reynolds. 
Commissioner Freeman seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved. 
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VIII. Marion Liaison 
Commissioner Forsyth-Christy stated the Marion Civil Rights Commission recently elected 
three new Commissioners: Denise Bridge, Joe Smith, and Rachel Cadena. She stated the 
Marion Commission’s intake forms will be on the City’s website before the April meeting. 
Commissioner Forsyth-Christy stated Commissioners met with representatives from both Linn 
Mar and Marion schools to discuss diversity, equity, and inclusion. She stated they are putting 
together a subcommittee that includes a Commissioner and superintendents from both schools 
to further discuss DEI. Commissioner Forsyth-Christy stated yesterday was the last day to 
submit applications for the LMI assistance grants, with funds being awarded in May. She stated 
the Commission discussed its strategic plan, which involves further educating and engaging the 
community and asking people to let the Commission know what they’d like to see addressed in 
the community.  She stated the Commission discussed holding a training over four separate 
meetings so Commissioners could speak in the community when asked. Commissioner 
Forsyth-Christy stated the Commission is hoping to add proclamations for older Americans and 
Native American Heritage Month in 2023. 
 
Commissioner Forsyth-Christy stated the Cedar Rapids Board of Realtors is holding in event 
on April 26 and would like to display the winners of the Fair Housing Art Contest. Munsterman 
stated the contest submission are due by April 23 and she is hoping to hold voting on April 25 
or 26 in conjunction with another event that may be held with St. Paul’s Church. Munsterman 
said she would work with Commissioner Forsyth-Christy to have the artwork displayed at the 
Cedar Rapids Board of Realtors event. 
 
Commissioner Freeman asked if there would be any youth engagement in the subcommittee 
meetings with Commissioners and Linn Mar and Marion High Schools. Commissioner Forsyth-
Christy stated there will not be any students involved at this time as it is more about how the 
Commissioners can help the schools and come together to plan some events. Commissioner 
Vallejo asked if parents in the districts are involved with the subcommittee. Commissioner 
Forsyth-Christy stated she did not believe so. She stated Linn Mar had been working on it with 
Marion High School and it was a way to determine how they and the Commission could help 
one another.  
 

IX. Director’s Report 
Munsterman stated the full director’s report is included in the packet and referred to the list of 
City Committees and Commissions on which she participates to show the Commission is 
working to connect with other departments and commissions. She stated she gave the keynote 
address at Mt. Mercy’s business and leadership event. She stated she also met with the Gazette 
as they, along with Iowa State journalism students, are working on a DEI project regarding 
representation in their writing. She stated they discussed how to speak about populations 
authentically and how to stop from tokenizing. 
 
Munsterman stated the virtual nonpartisan State and Federal Legislative 101 session was held 
and about thirty people attended. She stated the event was recorded and shared on the 
Commission’s Facebook page. Munsterman stated the event included representation from both 
parties and panelists discussed process and how to engage legislators. She stated she is 
currently in the process of scheduling the local event which will include the mayor, city 
council, county supervisors, and the school board president. Commissioner Topinka stated she 
thought the State and Federal event went well. 
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Munsterman stated a book discussion for the book “Stamped from the Beginning” will be held 
on March 28. 
 
Munsterman stated she is in the process of finalizing the information packets for the Fair 
Housing Art and Poetry Contests. She stated the packets will be distributed to schools and 
social service agencies that support youth. She stated the art contest is open to students in 
Kindergarten through 8th grade and the poetry contest is open to students in 9th through 12th 
grade. Munsterman stated the Commission will again provide supplies to youth who need them.  
 
Munsterman stated Kelly has been sharing a number of posts on social media for Women’s 
History Month. She stated the Commission’s interns also put together DIY craft kits for kids to 
participate in the months’ activities. 
 
Munsterman stated the full outreach report and case report is attached to the packet. 
 
Munsterman stated the Chapter 69 ordinance was passed by City Council last week, which 
allows the Commission to increase from 7 to 9 members. She stated she is in the process of 
recruiting Commissioners, with applications being accepted through April 30. Munsterman 
stated the application is available on the City website. 
 
Munsterman stated investigator Bernie Walther is retiring in June and she is currently working 
with HR to get a job posting out this month to start recruiting for the position. 

 
X. Additional Information 

Commissioner Freeman asked what attendance looked like for the last book study event. 
Munsterman stated no one showed up even though she had emailed all who registered to 
remind them of the event. 
 
Commissioner Freeman asked how current intakes will be distributed. Munsterman stated the 
cases are discussed at the staff meeting held each week in which everyone discusses their 
capacity, potential conflicts of interest, and whether someone is interested in a specific case. 
She stated there is no specific process for assigning cases. Munsterman stated staff members try 
to keep the cases evenly distributed. 
 
Commissioner Freeman asked if spoken word submissions for the poetry contest would be 
done in person at the realtor event or if they would be printed. Munsterman stated they would 
be printed. She stated individuals who submit spoken word entries could also record themselves 
if they’d like. 
 
Commissioner Topinka stated tomorrow evening is the first session of the mental health 
wellness series at 5:30 at St. Paul’s. She stated registration is required since it’s a hybrid event. 
Munsterman stated Kelly has shared it on social media. Commissioner White asked if young 
people are welcome. Commissioner Topinka said young people are more than welcome to 
attend.  

 
XI. Adjournment 

Commissioner Freeman moved to adjourn the meeting at 6:32 p.m. Commissioner Topinka 
seconded the motion, which was unanimously approved, with no discussion. 
 

Respectfully submitted by Kelly Hemmer 
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Cedar Rapids Civil Rights Commission  
Executive Director’s Report  

May 18, 2022 
 

CITY COMMITTEE/COMMISSION PARTICIPATION 
• Executive Director participation since last Commission Meeting 

o Police Chief’s Advisory Committee Meeting 
o Monthly meeting with City Manager 
o Meeting with Mayor 
o iGreenCR Committee 
o Equitable Engagement Toolkit Committee 

 
OUTREACH AND EDUCATION 
• Executive Director speaking engagements since last Commission Meeting 

o DEIB presentation to Buena Vista University 
o Intersectional Womanhood panel discussion 
o IPR Interview regarding Inclusive ICR DEI Assessment  
o Presentation at Women Lead Change Conference 
 

• Commemorative Months 
May 
o Asian Pacific American Heritage Month 

 Social media campaign 
 Virtual book readings via Facebook  
 Craft kids for kids 

 
o Mental Health Awareness 

 Social media campaign 
 

June  
o Farmer’s Market Resident Appreciation Day 

 Saturday, June 4, 7:30am-noon in Green Square Park 
 

o Juneteenth 
 Social media campaign 
 Attendance and tabling at AAMI events 

 
o LGBTQIA+ Pride 

 Social media campaign 
 CR Pride has an event planned for July 9 and Stefanie invited to speak. 
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• Bus Ads  

o National Origin rights and info are installed inside all 24 of the City of CR buses for an additional 
12 months. 

 
• Full Outreach Reports attached 

o This includes a full listing of presentations and outreach conducted by staff. 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE UPDATES 
• Commission 

o Commissioner applications will be provided to Commission from the City Clerk’s office in the 
upcoming weeks and we will undergo the selection process  

 
• Staffing 

o Retirement of Investigator Bernie Walther 
o Resignation of Investigator Umaru Balde 
o Hiring in process  
 

COMPLAINTS 
• Case Report attached 

 
 
Respectfully,  
Stefanie Munsterman 
Executive Director   



Outreach & Education

Social Media FansSocial Media Fans

Prior Month

Year to Date
3338

3346

Prior Month

Year to Date
497

518

Prior Month

Year to Date
456

460

April 2022

Prior
Month

Year to
Date

Number of training programs/presentations requested

Number of training programs/presentations conducted

Number of attendees at training programs/presentations

Number of requests for attendance at community events

Number of community events participated in

ACTIVITIES

0 5

7 23

608 1833

0 19
2 6

Updated: 5/16/2022

TRAINING PROGRAMS/PRESENTATIONS CONDUCTED Staff Commissioners Date Attendees

IPR Interview - Inclusive ICR DEI Assessment Apr. 22, 2022

SM

N/A

DEIB Presentation at Buena Vista University SM N/A Apr. 4, 2022

SM

Apr. 27, 2022

N/A

20

38

420

DEI Presentation at Women Lead Change Conference

Keynote Address to Iowa High School Model United Nations

UB

N/A

Apr. 8, 2022

N/AN/A

Civil Rights & Identity as Minorities Living in a Majority Culture

UB

Apr. 5, 2022

40

Art Contest Presentation at Johnston STEAM Academy WR/MM N/A Apr. 13, 2022 60

Know Your Rights Presentation to Landlords of Linn County WR N/A Apr. 14, 2022 30



Date

UPCOMING EVENTS AND OPPORTUNITIES

Updated: 5/16/2022

CRCRC Representation at Boards, Meetings & OthersCRCRC Representation at Boards, Meetings & Others

ACLU of Iowa

American Bar Association Webinars: Ethnocide

and Dignity Rights, Ukraine's Refugee Crisis,

VAWA 2022

Catherine McAuley Center Board of Directors

EEOC and DOL presentation: COVID-19's

Impact on Women

GARE Annual Membership Conference

Immigrant Concerns

Inclusive ICR

Leadership Iowa

NAACP Forum on Voting Rights

Policy Chief's Advisory Committee

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights - Iowa

Advisory Committee

Asian American and Pacific Islander Craft Kits Through May

Art in the Park Jul. 31, 2022

Juneteenth Jun. 18, 2022

CRPride Event Jul. 9, 2022

ATTENDANCE AT COMMUNITY EVENTS
Womanhood and Intersectionality

Cedar Rapids Board of Realtors Redlining Event
SM/KH

WR

N/A

RFC

Apr. 12, 2022

Apr. 26, 2022

10

70

Staff Commissioners Attendees

Farmer's Market Resident Appreciation Day Jun. 4, 2022



April 2022

HOUSING

No probable cause

Probable cause/settlement

Probable cause/public hearing

Administrative Closure

Satisfactory Resolution

APR.

0

Closed w/ no investigation
(NJ, withdrawal at intake)

1

0 0

0 0

0 3

0 0
21

NON-HOUSING YTD

No probable cause

Probable cause/settlement

Probable cause/public hearing

Administrative Closure

Satisfactory Resolution

APR.

0

Closed w/ no investigation
(NJ, withdrawal at intake)

2

0 1

0 0

1 5

0 1
4 6

Updated: 5/16/2022

CASE REPORTCASE REPORT
CASES FILED IN 202215Cases closed in AprilCases closed in April

YTD

4 CASES FILED IN APRIL
4 employment



CASE INVESTIGATION PERFORMANCECASE INVESTIGATION PERFORMANCE

Cases closed - Housing

Housing cases closed on time 
(100 days)

Cases closed - Non-Housing

Non-Housing cases closed on time 
(300 days)

APR. YTD

0

100%

100%

0

5

100%

70%

10

ADDITIONAL CASE STATUSADDITIONAL CASE STATUS

Mediations/Conciliations in Progress

Currently out with Commissioners

Currently in Public Hearing Phase

Intakes in Progress

0

0

0

6

85% of non-housing cases investigated in 300 days or less
50% of housing cases investigated in 100 days or less

Performance Indicators:

Umaru Balde
6 cases

 5 employment

 1 housing

5 employment

1 public
accommodation

Waldemar
Rodriguez-Sanchez
7 cases

Updated: 5/16/2022
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